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Abstract

Located at a former train depot, today ZK/U (Centre for Arts and Urbanistics) is
progressively becoming a creative catalyst in Berlin. The goal of this chapter is
to explore the processes by which derelict sites are repurposed as new cultural
landmarks though minimal, DIY architectural interventions, retaining ruined
materiality as an aesthetic value. To bridge the gap between scholarship and the
arts, the authors opted for elaborating a photo-comic, and thus, methodology
relied on fieldnotes, photos and interviews to grasp the motivations and
commitments enabling life within ZK/U and the surrounding Moabit City
Garden. Framed by architecture, urban studies, human geography and critical
heritage, this chapter builds on ZK/U’s collaborative and open-minded spirit.
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